
 

 

El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021, 7:00 PM 
 

REMOTE MEETING IN EFFECT 

 

TO SLOW THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, THE HEALTH OFFICER’S SHELTER 

ORDER PREVENTS PUBLIC GATHERINGS.  IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC GATHERING, 

THE EL SOBRANTE MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE 

ACCESSIBLE VIA ZOOM TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AS PERMITTED BY 

THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 

 
HOW TO VIEW THE MEETING VIA ZOOM:  

Link: https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/89209199495 

 

HOW TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Persons who wish to address the MAC during Public Comment or with respect to an item on the 

agenda may join the meeting (use link above) or call in as follows: 

Zoom meeting Dial-In-Number:  888-278-0254 

Conference code: 259959 

Meeting ID: 892 0919 9495 
 

All public comments will be limited to 2 minutes per speaker.   

For assistance with remote access contact James Lyons at:  

james.lyons@bos.cccounty.us or 510-942-2222 

 

Chair: Thomas Lang Vice Chair: Tom Owens  

Members: Jim Hermann, Dr. Melinda V. McLain, Joe Sarapochillo, Mikki Norris, 

George Cleveland 

Alternates: Shirley Rosenthal-Winston, Emilie Whelan 
 

Electronic copies of the agenda are available for download at: 

https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/AgendaCenter/El-Sobrante-Municipal-Advisory-Council-

50/?#02132019-1994 

 

Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 

 

Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia 

 

Presentations 
P.1 Presentation by Sheriff’s Office Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford. 
P.2 Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire Protection Battalion Chief, Charles Thomas 
P.3 Presentation by California Highway Patrol Officer Tim Leviste 

https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/89209199495
mailto:james.lyons@bos.cccounty.us
https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/AgendaCenter/El-Sobrante-Municipal-Advisory-Council-50/?#02132019-1994
https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/AgendaCenter/El-Sobrante-Municipal-Advisory-Council-50/?#02132019-1994


 

 

P.4 Presentation by Malaika Khan, Youth Advocate for Healthy Options at Point of Sale   
         (HOPS) 
P.5 Presentation by Sona Kaur and her neighbors regarding speeding and safety on San Pablo  
 Dam Road.  
P.6 Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator Supervisor Gioia’s Office, County and  
 Covid-19 Update 
  

Discussion Items  

 

DI. Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, appeals 

etc., received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and 

Development Department and Notices of Public Hearings.     

 

DI.1 CDVR21-01012 – The applicant requests a Variance to allow a reduced, 1-foot front 

setback (where 15 feet and 20 feet are required) for a retaining wall and fence up to 12-feet, 6-

inches in height on a substandard lot. Site address is: 5935 Alpine Road, San Pablo. 

 

Public Comment on items not on the agenda (2 minutes per speaker limit) 

 

Information Items 

 

10.1    Information Reports by MAC members 

 

Subcommittee Reports 

 

11.1   

 

Announcements 

 

Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings 

 

Adjournment 

 



CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
30 Muir Road 
Martinez, CA  94553-4601 
Phone:  925-674-7205 
Fax: 925-674-7258 

AGENCY COMMENT REQUEST 
Date____________ 

We request your comments regarding the attached application currently under review. 

DISTRIBUTION 
INTERNAL 

___ Building Inspection      ___ Grading Inspection 

___ Advance Planning      ___ Housing Programs 

___ Trans. Planning          ___ Telecom Planner 

___ ALUC Staff        ___ HCP/NCCP Staff 

___ APC PW Staff        ___ County Geologist   

HEALTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

__  Environmental Health   __  Hazardous Materials 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

__  Engineering Services (1 Full-size  + 3 email Contacts)

__  Traffic        

__  Flood Control (Full-size)    __  Special Districts 

LOCAL 

__ Fire District 

  ___ San Ramon Valley – (email) rwendel@srvfire.ca.gov

  ____ Consolidated – (email) fire@cccfpd.org 

       ____ East CCC – (email) brodriguez@eccfpd.org 

__  Sanitary District 
__  Water District 

__  City of 

__  School District(s) 

__  LAFCO 

__  Reclamation District #_______ 

__  East Bay Regional Park District  

__  Diablo/Discovery Bay/Crockett CSD 
__  MAC/TAC 

__  Improvement/Community Association   

_    CC Mosquito & Vector Control Dist (email) 

OTHERS/NON-LOCAL 

__  CHRIS (email only: nwic@sonoma.edu) 

__  CA Fish and Wildlife, Region 3 – Bay Delta 

__  Native American Tribes 

ADDITIONAL RECIPIENTS 

Please submit your comments to: 

Project Planner 

Phone # 

E-mail 

County File # 

Prior to 

* * * * *
We have found the following special programs apply 
to this application: 

____ Active Fault Zone (Alquist-Priolo) 

____ Flood Hazard Area, Panel # 

____ 60-dBA Noise Control 

____ CA EPA Hazardous Waste Site 

* * * * * 
AGENCIES: Please indicate the applicable code 
section for any recommendation required by law or 
ordinance. Please send copies of your response to the 
Applicant and Owner. 

Comments:  ___ None    ___  Below  ___  Attached 

Print Name 

Signature DATE 

Agency phone # 

REVISED 08/12/2019. TO PRINT MORE COPIES: G:\Current Planning\APC\APC Forms\CURRENT FORMS\PLANNING\Agency Comment Request.doc 



The applicant requests a Variance to allow a reduced, 1-foot front setback (where 15 feet and 20 feet are required) for 
a retaining wall and fence up to 12-feet, 6-inches in height on a substandard lot. 

CDVR21-01012

419-125-007

5935 Alpine Road

R-6

SH

3690.02

x

1

Syd Sotoodeh

04/19/2021

San Pablo

CCC Consolidated

San Pablo

X

3,250.00

1,625.00

5,037.00

044

A 4,237 sq. ft. lot; KERLEYS ARL TERR LT 3 BLK 5

BIRF20-00253
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GENERAL PLAN: SH, SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-HIGH DENSITY

City Limits

Unincorporated

Address Points

Highways

Highways Bay Area

Streets

General Plan

SV (Single Family Residential - Very Low)

SL (Single Family Residential - Low)

SM (Single Family Residential - Medium)

SH (Single Family Residential - High)

ML (Multiple Family Residential - Low)

MM (Multiple Family Residential - Medium)

MH (Multiple Family Residential - High)

MV (Multiple Family Residential - Very High)

MS (Multiple Family Residential - Very High Special)

CC (Congregate Care/Senior Housing)

MO (Mobile Home)

M-1 (Parker Avenue Mixed Use)

M-2 (Downtown/Waterfront Rodeo Mixed Use)

M-3 (Pleasant Hill BART Mixed Use)

M-4 (Willow Pass Road Mixed Use)

M-5 (Willow Pass Road Commercial Mixed Use)

M-6 (Bay Point Residential Mixed Use)

M-7 (Pittsburg/Bay Point BART Station Mixed Use)

M-8 (Dougherty Valley Village Center Mixed Use)

M-9 (Montalvin Manor Mixed Use)

M-10 (Willow Pass Business Park Mixed Use)

M-11 (Appian Way Mixed Use)

M-12 (Triangle Area Mixed Use)

M-13 (San Pablo Dam Road Mixed Use)

M-14 (Heritage Mixed Use)

CO (Commercial)

OF (Office)

BP (Business Park)

LI (Light Industry)

HI (Heavy Industry)

AL, OIBA (Agricultural Lands & Off Island Bonus Area)

CR (Commercial Recreation)

ACO (Airport Commercial)

LF (Landfill)

PS (Public/Semi-Public)

PR (Parks and Recreation)

OS (Open Space)

AL (Agricultural Lands)
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ZONING: R-6

City Limits

Unincorporated

Address Points

Highways

Highways Bay Area

Streets

Zoning

R-6 (Single Family Residential)

R-6 -FH  (Single Family Residential - Flood Hazard 
Combining District)

R-6, -FH -UE  (Single Family Residential - Flood Hazard and 
Urban Farm Animal Exclusion Combining District)

R-6 -SD-1  (Single Family Residential - Slope Density and 
Hillside Development Combining District)

R-6 -TOV -K  (Single Family Residential - Tree Obstruction of 
View Ordinance and Kensington Combining District)

R-6, -UE (Single Family Residential - Urban Farm Animal 
Exclusion Combining District)

R-6 -X  (Single Family Residential - Railroad Corridor 
Combining District)

R-7 (Single Family Residential)

R-7 -X  (Single Family Residential - Railroad Corridor 
Combining District)

R-10 (Single Family Residential)

R-10, -UE (Single Family Residential - Urban Farm Animal 
Exclusion Combining District)

R-12 (Single Family Residential)

R-15 (Single Family Residential)

R-20 (Single Family Residential)

R-20, -UE (Single Family Residential - Urban Farm Animal 
Exclusion Combining District)

R-40 (Single Family Residential)

R-40 -FH  (Single Family Residential - Flood Hazard 
Combining District)

R-40, -FH -UE (Single Family Residential - Flood Hazard and 
Urban Farm Animal Exclusion Combining District)

R-40, -UE (Single Family Residential - Urban Farm Animal 
Exclusion Combining District)

R-65 (Single Family Residential)

R-100 (Single Family Residential)

D-1 (Two Family Residential)

D-1 -T (Two Family Residential - Transitional Combining 
District)

D-1, -UE (Planned Unit - Urban Farm Animal Exclusion 
Combining District)

M-12 (Multiple Family Residential)

M-12 -FH (Multiple Family Residential - Flood Hazard 
Combining District)

M-17 (Multiple Family Residential)

M-29 (Multiple Family Residential)

F-R (Forestry Recreational)

F-R -FH (Forestry Recreational - Flood Hazard Combining 
District)

F-1 (Water Recreational)

F-1 -FH (Water Recreational - Flood Hazard Combining 
District)
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AERIAL VIEW

City Limits

Unincorporated

Address Points

Highways

Highways Bay Area

Streets

County Boundary

Bay Area Counties

Assessor Parcels

Aerials 2019

Red:    Band_1

Green: Band_2

Blue:   Band_3

World Imagery

Low Resolution 15m Imagery

High Resolution 60cm Imagery

High Resolution 30cm Imagery
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**NEW RETAINING WALL TO BE BUILT IN
SAME LOCATION OF EXISTING

RETAINING WALL**

Offered by:

Visit Us Online
For more information about Basalite paving units, retaining walls, accessories,

patterns or installation instructions, visit us online at basalite.com.

BA000_CA 2500 GSL 4/12/12

CALIFORNIA • COLORADO • IDAHO • NEVADA • OREGON •WASHINGTON • BRITISH COLUMBIA

www.basalite.com

©2012 Basalite® Concrete Products, LLC. All trademarks ® are registered trademarks.
The U.S. Green Building Council Member logo is a trademark owned by the U.S. Green Building Council and is used by permission.

MEMBER

605 Industrial Way
Dixon, CA 95620
800-776-6690

11888 West Linne Road
Tracy, CA 95376
800-776-6690

1201 Golden State Blvd
Selma, CA 93662
559-896-0753

Designed for easy handling by a do-it-yourselfer, the Artisan Series can be used to make straight and

curved walls, planters, seat walls and other small decorative projects. Artisan Walls are available

in several sizes, face designs, and colors, so you can choose the perfect wall for your project.

Above: Terrace Wall Tri-Plane Face in Grey with optional cap
Cover: Estate Wall Ashlar Face in Positano with optional bullnose cap

Basalite Retaining Wall Solutions

Specifications Colors

Tan

Grey

Tan-Charcoal

Red-Charcoal

Positano
(Available in the Estate Wall Ashlar Face only)

NOTE: Printed colors shown in this
brochure may vary from actual product
colors. We recommend color selection be
made from actual product samples.

Custom colors are available by special
order - please contact your local dealer.

1-1/2” (3.8 cm)
setback per course

Perforated
drain pipe
as required

Level Grade

6” (15 cm)

Clean
granular
fill

Base leveling
pad of free
draining granular
material

6” (15 cm)
Soil 95%
compaction

Important:
Base material
must be level
and compacted
to a minimum
of 95%

1. Make sure that you have located any conflicts with utilities
before you begin digging by calling 811 to have your utilities
marked. Mark where you want your wall to be located. Be sure
to take into account the setback of the units if the top of the
wall location is important. Dig the trench for the base leveling
pad. The trench should be deep enough to allow the placement
of six inches of compactible material and allow about 3 inches
of the bottom wall course to be embedded. This will help
secure the wall.

2. Place the base material in the trench, making sure
that it is placed to the desired height, and is level.
Compact thoroughly. Remove the rear lip of the block
by hitting it from the back so that it will lie flat on the
leveling pad and carefully level the block checking front
to back, side to side and block to block. For best results use a
level that can span over multiple units. If your base trench is
along a changing grade, you can “step up” the base course.
If you need to do this, start the first course at the low point
of the grade. A drainage pipe should be placed at the rear
base of the first course.

3. Place the remaining courses of the wall. Center each unit
on the seams of the course below in a running bond pattern.
Backfill using free draining crushed aggregates for 1 foot
behind the wall and then regular backfill behind that. Be sure
to compact the backfill thoroughly as you add each course and
compact to 95% density.

Terrace Wall
Tri-Plane Face*
Weight: 23 lbs
Units/face ft: 3
Units/pallet: 120

Pallet Weight: 2,800 lbs
Maximum Height: 2 feet

Villa Wall
Tri-Plane Face*
Weight: 8 lbs
Units/face ft: 6
Units/pallet: 336

Pallet Weight: 2,750 lbs
Maximum Height: 1 foot

Estate Wall
Tri-Plane Face*
Weight: 50 lbs
Units/face ft: 1.5
Units/pallet: 60

Pallet Weight: 3,050 lbs
Maximum Height: 3 feet

5.25”

3”

8”

8”

12”

4”

8”

4”

12”

Terrace Wall
Straight Face*
Weight: 23 lbs
Units/face ft: 3
Units/pallet: 120

Pallet Weight: 2,800 lbs
Maximum Height: 2 feet

10.375”

6”

16”

*Special Order: Terrace and Estate Wall Straight Face are available by
special order only. For more information, please contact your local Basalite® dealer.

10.375”

6”

16”

Estate Wall
Ashlar Face*
Weight: 50 lbs
Units/face ft: 1.5

Units/pallet: 30 straight & 30 scored
Pallet Weight: 3,050 lbs
Maximum Height: 3 feet

10.375”

6”

16”

Typical Wall Installation*

*The installation instructions and illustrations shown are a basic overview of the wall installation method. Because installation methods
vary per product, please refer to the Basalite® product installation guide, or visit us online at basalite.com.

Estate Wall
Straight Face*
Weight: 50 lbs
Units/face ft: 1.5
Units/pallet: 60

Pallet Weight: 3,050 lbs
Maximum Height: 3 feet
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Chapter Three  |  Soils and Compaction

Finished grade

On-site soils

Water management

Foundation soil

Reinforced soil

8 in. (203 mm) 
max compacted 

thickness

Gravel fill and 
reinforced soil 
compacted in 
lifts not exceeding  
8 in. (203 mm)  
or each course, 
whichever  
is less

4 ft (1.2 m)
consolidation 

zone

Compaction zone 
(to back of cut)

Drain pipe drained to daylight

Embedment depth

Compaction test location every 
course along wall at varying locations 
throughout reinforced soil

Figure 3  |  Soils and Compaction

  On-site soils – see Section 3�1�
  Foundation soils – see Section 3�2�
  Reinforced soils – see Section 3�3�
 Gravel	fill	–	See Section 3�5�
  Soil testing – frequency should be 

set to verify proper compaction has 
been achieved� See Sections 3�8  
and 7�2�

  Consolidation zone – use only 
hand-operated equipment� See 
Sections 3�6 and 5�5�

  Compaction zone – heavy  
equipment should be used in the 
compaction zone� See Section 5�5�

  Soil lifts – maximum	fill	and	 
compaction lifts of 8 in� (203 mm) 
(Section	5.5),	or	less	with	fine-
grained soils�

  Water management – implement 
temporary berm or grade the 
backfill	at	day’s	end	to	avoid	water	
accumulation behind the wall and 
compact any over excavated spoils 
(Section 5�6)�
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1 6 9
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2
3
4
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Finished grade

Compactable,  
free-draining granular
gravel fill

Chimney drain, extend  
to 0.7 H or max elevation  
of ground water rise as  
determined by the  
wall design engineer

6 in. (152 mm) min. 
blanket drain thickness

3% minimum blanket drain slope

4 in. (102 mm) toe drain pipe
vented to daylight

Low permeability clay layer, asphalt or 
concrete lining min. 4 in. (102 mm) thick

3 ft
(0.9 m)

Filter fabric to be 
placed between  
topsoil and gravel fill

Reinforced soil

4 in. (102 mm) heel drain 
pipe vented to daylight

Blanket drain

Embedment depth

SRW unit

Wall  
height

H

0.7 H

Exposed 
wall height

Figure 4  |  Water Management Considerations

  Swales – backslopes should have 
swales so water is not allowed to 
flow	over	the	top	of	the	wall.	See	
Section 4�1�1�

  Drains – blanket and chimney drain 
should be used if migratory subsur-
face water is suspected or using  
reinforced soils with poor drainage� 
See Section 4�1�2�2�

  Drain pipe – typically 4 in� (102 
mm)	perforated	flexible	drain	pipe	
or rigid perforated drain pipe� See 
Sections 4�1�2�1 and 5�3�

  Venting – all drain pipes must exit 
to daylight or be connected to an 
underground drainage system�  
(Section 4�1�2) 

*  Refer to Figure 1 for general notes  
and details
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Chapter Four  |  Water Management; General Design Considerations
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

REPLACEMENT OF ROTTEN WOOD RETAINING WALL
AND WOOD FENCE ABOVE TO A NEW WOOD FENCE
OVER CONCRETE BLOCK LANDSCAPE WALL. LENGTH
OF NEW WALL AND FENCE TO BE 78'-0" LINEAR FEET.

 on 04/19/2021
By Contra Costa County 
Department of Conservation and Development 

CDVR21-01012
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LANDSCAPING

4"x4" P.T. POST

1"x6" REDWOOD CAP

2"x4" REDWOOD RAIL

3"x3" STEEL HOGWIRE

2"x4" REDWOOD RAIL

2"x12" REDWOOD BOARD

4"x4" P.T. POST

1"x6" REDWOOD CAP

2"x4" REDWOOD RAIL

1"x8" REDWOOD BOARD

2"x4" REDWOOD RAIL

2"x12" REDWOOD BOARD

TOP OF CURB

BOTTOM OF CURB
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4"x4" P.T. POST

CROWN CONCRETE TO SHED
WATER AWAY FROM POST

8"x36" SONOTUBE

UNDISTURBED SOIL

SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"1 elevation

SCALE: 3/4"   =    1'-0"2 POST DETAIL
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